
 
Setting the record straight: Puerto Ricans are not merely U.S. Citizens 

 
We’re here to set the record straight and demand that Puerto Rican affairs be treated as what they really are: those                     
of an occupied nation that has survived more than 120 years of American colonial rule.  
 
BACKGROUND 
It is no secret that Puerto Rican politics can be highly divisive when it comes to discussing issues relating to the                     
political status of Puerto Rico. However, there is overwhelming agreement between islanders on what we are as a                  
nation. The people of Puerto Rico is unified in its centuries old heritage and unique Caribbean traditions that have                   
survived decades of political, economic, social and cultural interventionism. Puerto Rico has been Puerto Rico long                
before English settlers founded the United States of America and, undoubtedly, before it was invaded by the U.S                  
military in 1898.  
 
Despite this strong collective sense of self, Puerto Ricans were imposed U.S. citizenship in 1917. Throughout                
years there has been a narrative referring to the “Americans in Puerto Rico”, which has regained popularity in the                   
aftermath of Hurricane Maria and the suboptimal/mediocre response from the federal government. While there are               
plenty of reasons for a public outcry on the mediocre response and support from the U.S. towards P.R., using this                    
phrase can become a vehicle of modern colonialism that diminishes the identity of Puerto Ricans and toys with                  
the dangerous idea that the island of Puerto Rico was simply and providentially inhabited by U.S. Citizens with                  
customs and culture of that of the U.S mainland. Furthermore, this narrative exposes a paternalistic/colonial               
mentality that perpetuates power dynamics between both nations and prevents U.S. politicians to reflect and come                
to terms with its colonial treatment towards the island.  
 
This narrative must be opposed, not only because it has not eased Puerto Ricans’ economic woes, but because it is                    
an impediment to solving the unjust colonial relationship between the peoples of Puerto Rico and the United                 
States. 
 
WHAT CONGRESS CAN DO FOR PUERTO RICO 
Congress has ultimate power of oversight and decision making for all matters related to Puerto Rico’s economy                 
and political status, as stated by the Territorial Clause of the U.S. Constitution and as ratified by the Supreme                   
Court in 2017. 
 
For this reason, we ask Congress, under its powers and responsibilities on Puerto Rico, to: 

● REFRAME the narrative on popular platitudes referring to “the American citizens of Puerto Rico” when               
referring to Puerto Ricans. Shedding light on the true Puerto Rican identity can lead to more meaningful                 
in-depth conversations on the complex political and socio-economic issues of the territory and their roots               
in colonialism.  

● SUPPORT Puerto Rico’s rights, as an occupied nation, to an impartial, binding and executable              
self-determination process.  

 
In the coming months, Boricuas Unidos en la Diáspora will continue with its mission of engaging with members                  
of Congress in regards to issues of Puerto Rico with the objective of working towards a better, self-sufficient and                   
empowered Puerto Rico. 

Boricuas Unidos en la Diáspora is a network of Puerto Rican professionals ready to activate other Boricuas in the Diaspora to directly 
fund community-led organizations in Puerto Rico. Since 2017, its members have worked together towards: building bridges between 
Puerto Rican community leaders and federal lawmakers, educating for structural change and long-term economic development, and 

educating and activating the Diaspora through an anticolonial and social justice lens. 


