
 
 
Chairman Raul Grijalva 
House Committee on Natural Resources 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
July 4th, 2020 
 
Via E-mail 
 
Re: A Puerto Rico Political Status Hearing is Urgently Due as the First Serious Step to 
End U.S. Colonialism 
 
Dear Chairman Grijalva, 

Given the House approval of H.R. 51 in favor of statehood for the District of Columbia, the past                  
few days have seen an increased discussion about the status of Puerto Rico. As you are well                 
aware, Puerto Rico’s situation is different from that of the District of Columbia as Puerto Rico is                 
an occupied nation under colonial rule. Coloniality has been reaffirmed countless times in the              
past few years by the three U.S. government branches. Examples abound: the imposition of              
PROMESA, several U.S. Supreme Court cases, and actions of the Executive. What before was              
not too obvious now it is impossible to ignore: Puerto Rico is a classical colony, and that should                  
be an embarrassment for the United States of America in the 21st Century. 

The political status question lies at the root of all the problems faced today by the Puerto Rican                  
People. Yet it always keeps getting pushed aside for a better time that will never come. It will                  1

never be a “good time” to discuss Puerto Rico’s political status because doing so entails talking                
about inconvenient truths like American imperialism and its colonial responsibility, nationality,           
language, citizenship and the economy. As a colonial power, the U.S. and, within it, Congress               

1 The real, practical problem with the political arrangement currently in place between the U.S. Congress                
and Puerto Rico is that it has never delivered sustainable solutions. Congress should not continue to                
enact last-minute legislation whenever urgent public policy is needed for Puerto Rico. This model has not                
worked in the past, is not working under PROMESA, and even under an amended or repealed                
PROMESA, Puerto Rico will continue to be hostage to the whims of Congress to solve its immediate                 
problems. This “policy” of never-ending legislative patches must end.  
 

Boricuas Unidos en la Diáspora is a network of Puerto Rican professionals ready to activate other Boricuas in the 
Diaspora to directly fund community-led organizations in Puerto Rico. Since 2017, its members have worked together 
towards: building bridges between Puerto Rican community leaders and federal lawmakers, educating for structural 

change and long-term economic development, and educating and activating the Diaspora through an anticolonial and 
social justice lens.  
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-and your Committee- has a moral and legal responsibility to deal with these issues. As time                
goes by things keep getting worse for Puerto Ricans.  

Now is the appropriate time to restart the dormant but key discussion on Puerto Rico’s colonial                
status. Now is the right moment to act on the Puerto Rico political future question as the                 
memory and trauma of the 2017 devastating hurricanes and suboptimal federal response, the             
ongoing PROMESA-induced crippling austerity measures, and this year’s earthquakes and          
global pandemic is still fresh in everybody’s minds. Not dealing now with Puerto Rico’s colonial               
status sends the wrong message to the vast majority of Puerto Ricans, which in 2012 rejected                
the current territorial status. 

Building upon the good relationship and conversations we have had in the past with the U.S.                
House Committee on Natural Resources and you personally, we thus ask you to hold a               
non-partisan and well thought-out hearing on the political status of Puerto Rico as soon as               
possible. We think that it should happen now in July 2020 since Congress is in recess in                 
August, and once September and October come Committee members will be focused in their              
electoral campaigns. We would also like to remind you that earlier this year you promised a                
Puerto Rican delegation that a hearing on the political status of the island-nation was in the                
works for 2020 in light of the increasing list of grievances between the people of Puerto Rico                 
and the federal government. We trust you will honor your word and will move forward with that                 
hearing. 

That hearing should focus on what should be a fair process of self-determination, as well as                
include the voices of political minorities and the perspectives of those who advocate for              
sovereignty and independence as they have been historically silenced by force and coercion.             
The committee in full should learn of the perspective of those who have been silenced by U.S.                 
imperialism and the complicity of colonial administrators. We foresee that Committee members            
will be energized to see that there are Puerto Ricans that -unlike many who have been in recent                  
years speaking before you- are not contempt to beg and complain, but that can offer solutions to                 
this contentious issue. 

Mr. Chairman, in this time of convulsion but also possibility for positive change we hope that                
Puerto Rico does become a political problem for politicians, yet that it is also addressed with                
seriousness and studiousness. As such, Boricuas Unidos en la Diáspora (BUDPR), urges all             
members of this Committee to support and work towards holding a Puerto Rico Political Status               
Hearing, as a first necessary and serious step to solve this latent colonial problem between our                
two nations. 

Furthermore, in light of the historic Black Lives Matter activism across the U.S., and coinciding               
with another anniversary of the U.S. Declaration of Independence, the time is ripe for the United                
States to shed its colonial legacy vis-á-vis Puerto Rico, especially given the U.S.’s own past               
experience with colonial rule and oppression. 
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Respectfully, 

Boricuas Unidos en la Diáspora (BUDPR) 

Center for Popular Democracy (CPD) 

The Hedge Clippers 

LatinoJustice PRLDEF 

Diáspora en Resistencia 

Make the Road Nevada 

María de Lourdes Santiago - PR Senate Candidate 

Wilma Reverón Collazo - Movimiento Independentista Nacional Hostosiano (MINH) 

Mariana Nogales Molinelli - PR House Candidate 

María de Lourdes Guzmán - PR Senate Candidate 

 

Cc: Rep. Nydia Velazquez, D-NY 7th District 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, D-NY 14th District 
Rep. Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, D-IL 4th District 
Rep. Darren Soto, D-FL 9th District 
Rep. Jose Serrano, D-NY 15th District 
Rep. Rob Bishop, R-UT 1st District 
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