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SELF-DETERMINATION MOVEMENT BUILDS STEAM    

100 + GROUPS, LEADERS RALLY FOR ‘PUERTO RICO SELF-DETERMINATION ACT’ 

PR University Professors and Local leaders, Municipal Resolutions, Color of Change and Sunrise 

Movement DC among growing surge of support for Puerto Ricans to chart their own future  

 
PUERTO RICO — More than 100 groups and leaders [full list attached] from Puerto Rico and throughout 

the United States today announced their support for the Puerto Rico Self-Determination of 2021, 

introduced last Thursday by Reps. Nydia Velázquez (D-NY) and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and 

Senators Robert Menéndez (D-NJ) and Roger Wicker (R-MS) with a total of 83, and counting, original 

Members of Congress and Senators sponsoring the legislation. The announcement at a press conference 

and rally came on March 22nd, Emancipation Day, the annual holiday commemorating when slavery was 

legally abolished in in Puerto Rico.      

 

The Puerto Rico Self-Determination Act provides an overdue democratic framework for the 

decolonization of Puerto Rico. The bill calls for a fair, transparent, and binding process that would 

include ALL of the non colonial status options that Puerto Ricans advocate for —on equal footing. 

Under U.S. colonialism, the right of Puerto Ricans to self-determination —an internationally-recognized 

human right— has been delayed and denied for more than a century.    

 

"Puerto Ricans are sick and tired of being played by politicians in DC and San Juan,” said 

Congresswoman Velázquez. “The collective political future of a people is not some trivial partisan 

matter and needs to be addressed in a serious and constructive way. The Puerto Rico Self Determination 

Act of 2021 would do just that. Our bill empowers Puerto Rico voters by recognizing their natural right 

to self determination and sets up a Congressional response to a democratically elected Status 

Convention. No political status process can be undertaken behind the backs of Puerto Ricans of all 

persuasions, who should have an equal opportunity to participate in the process to decide the island's 

future relationship with the United States. I want to thank the 83 other Members of Congress for joining 

me in this bipartisan, bicameral effort. The grassroots support we have from over 100 community 

organizations from the Island and the US shows the power of organizing and demanding respect for our 

people.” 

 

"The principled position —especially for the head of that colonizing power— is to say that people should 

have a process of self-determination and to not put your thumb on the scale of one direction or 

another. Our bill outlines a just, democratic, and inclusive process for Puerto Ricans to decide their 

future,” said Rep. Ocasio-Cortez in a statement. 

 

https://velazquez.house.gov/sites/velazquez.house.gov/files/VELAZQ_043_xml_3_18_21.pdf


Worker, community, faith-based groups and associations in Puerto Rico supporting the Velázquez-AOC 

bill include VAMOS Puerto Rico, la Asociación de Profesoras y Profesores del Recinto Universitario de 

Mayagüez de la Universidad de Puerto Rico (APRUM), and la Mesa de Diálogo Martin Luther King, Jr., 

among others. 

 

“VAMOS endorses the Velázquez–Ocasio-Cortez Puerto Rico Self-Determination Act, which presents a 

democratic option for the Puerto Rican people to choose among non territorial statuses,” said Justo 

Méndez Arámburu, General Coordinator of VAMOS Puerto Rico. “We also see the opportunity during 

these deliberative discussions on status to have a process of extensive education so the Puerto Rican 

people are able to individually and collectively critically question our realities, and freely, make decisions 

that correctly yield true self-determination and decolonization for Puerto Rico.”    

   

“We call on the community of Christians and people of other faiths, guilds and associations to join and 

push forward the bill presented by Congress Members Nydia Velázquez y Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez, who, 

along with so many of their colleagues committed to human rights, have proposed a self-determination 

process around consensus and that truly decolonizes,” said Lester C. Santiago Torres, Co-Coordinator of 

the Martin Luther King, Jr. Table for Dialogue in Puerto Rico.  

 

“The sustainable development that we promote is based on the autonomy of communities, their active 

and critical participation in policy issues that affect them, and their participation in democratic and 

processes towards justice and social emancipation,” said José Santos Valderrama, General Coordinator 

of Bosque Modelo, an environmental group in Puerto Rico. The goal here is to work for the eradication 

of all forms of exploitation, oppression, violation and discrimination, for the sake of human dignity. This 

includes the defense of civil and political rights such as the right to self-determination. It is simply not 

possible to achieve a sustainable archipelago under colonialism.” 

    

U.S. Representative Velázquez was joined by Rep. Malcolm Kenyatta (D-PA), former Congressman Luis 

Gutiérrez and elected Puerto Rico leaders across the political spectrum supporting the bill: pro 

statehood Puerto Rico House Representative José Bernardo Marquez and pro independence Senator 

Ana Irma Rivera Lássen, both from the Citizens Victory Movement party (MVC in Spanish); former 

Puerto Rican Independence Party (PIP) Senator and former gubernatorial candidate Juan Dalmau; and 

Puerto Rico House Speaker Rafael “Tatito” Hernández of the Popular Democratic Party.    

 

“After providing feedback, we are satisfied that this new version of the bill recognizes that a self-

determination process must consist of various phases of consultation among the people of Puerto Rico 

and that it is Puerto Ricans who should be able to choose among all of the non colonial options,” said 

Puerto Rico Senator Ana Irma Rivera Lássen, President of the Citizens Victory Movement party (MVC in 

Spanish).  

  

“On approving the AOC-Velázquez bill, Congress would be committing and binding itself to the result of 

a status referendum organized via a Constitutional Assembly,” said Puerto Rico Representative José 

Bernardo Márquez. “The Puerto Rican Self-Determination Act allows for a mechanism to undo a colonial 

relationship via a binding process, which the United States has historically avoided.”  

 

“I am optimistic about the bill presented in the House by Reps. Nydia Velázquez and Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez, which looks to address the distressing colonial problem Puerto Rico faces,” said Puerto Rico 



Senator Juan Dalmau Ramírez. “It is a democratic and inclusive bill that contains crucial elements that 

are indispensable for the Puerto Rican Independence Party: the status alternatives must be outside of 

the territorial clause and Puerto Ricans should be able to choose, with deep awareness, among the 

status options that emerge out of negotiations with Congressional leadership, and that each of the 

options have their own transitional plans.”  

  

"In 2006, I was proud to stand with Nydia Velázquez, Ted Kennedy, Bob Menéndez and many others to 

introduce legislation to allow the people of Puerto Rico to decide for themselves what status they want, 

in an inclusive way that involved Congress,” said former Congressman Luis Gutiérrez (D-IL). “Fifteen 

years later, I am so proud to support an even stronger version of that bill that my sisters Nydia and 

Alexandria have put forth that would decolonize Puerto Rico in a binding, transparent and democratic 

fashion. It is high time for Congress to stop treating the people of Puerto Rico as a piece of property and 

recognize the human rights of our island nation to be free to choose its own destiny." 

 

Stateside grassroots, advocacy and policy groups at the rally included Power 4 Puerto Rico, Boricuas 

Unidos en la Diáspora, the Puerto Rican Cultural Center, Center for Popular Democracy (CPD), and 

Diaspora en Resistencia, and the Open Society Policy Center.  

 

“During our #ShowUsYourPRPolicy campaign, Power 4 Puerto Rico and 60 partners built pressure for a 

fair, inclusive, transparent and binding process led by Puerto Ricans to decolonize the Island. We call on 

the sons and daughters of Puerto Rico and all those who value human rights to support the Velázquez-

Ocasio-Cortez Puerto Rico Self-Determination Act,” said Erica González, Director of the Power 4 Puerto 

Rico Coalition. 

 

"We are building one of the largest and most diverse coalitions of grassroots organizations to support 

the Velázquez-AOC bill and a serious self-determination process that leads to the decolonization of 

Puerto Rico once and for all," said Edil Sepúlveda Carlo, Co-founder, Boricuas Unidos en la Diáspora 

(BUDPR). 

 

"The Puerto Rico Self-Determination Act of 2021 can be the beginning of the decolonization of the 

Island," said Jessie Fuentes of The Puerto Rican Agenda, Chicago. “The Puerto Rican diaspora stands 

ready to ensure that our families in the Island  are able to determine their future, without any steering 

by U.S. political parties trying to use Puerto Rico as a political chip.” 

 

"The framework outlined in Congresswomen Velázquez and Ocasio Cortez bill, the Puerto Rico Self- 

Determination Act of 2021, outlines a process that takes into account our complex history. A vote having 

to do with the future of a nation and its people should never be treated glibly nor glossed over. This 

momentous decision must be tackled in a thoughtful and thorough way,” said Melissa Mark-Viverito of 

the Puerto Rican Cultural Center (PRCC). The Puerto Rico Self Determination Act is the only bill that 

does that. On this abolition day we join forces with organizations and activists in Puerto Rico, across the 

diaspora and across struggles to support this historic bill." 

 

"We celebrate the introduction of landmark legislation, the Self Determination Act, on the anniversary 

of when slavery was abolished in Puerto Rico. Both are symbols of the end of an era when the 

devastating effects of colonialism are recognized, the possibilities of a better relationship are examined 

and determined by those who are most impacted -- our families, and community leaders throughout the 



island who will engage in a process to decolonize," said Jesus González, Senior National Organizer & 

Strategic Initiatives Advisor of the Center for Popular Democracy. 

 

“The Puerto Rico Self-Determination Act (HR 2070) recognizes the fact that Puerto Rico is a nation, and 

as such, has the inalienable right to decide its own future. The process outlined in the bill is one that has 

been discussed for years in Puerto Rico and that we finally have achieved with Congress putting into 

action what Puerto Ricans have for so long deliberated,” said María Torres-López, Founder and 

President of Diáspora en Resistencia (Diaspora in Resistance).   

 

“To end colonialism, Puerto Ricans should be the ones to define and determine, in a unified way, their 

options and later vote, whether it’s for statehood, a free association, independence or whichever other 

option our compatriots decide through a Status Assembly for delivering a final decision to Congress,” 

said Johanna López of Alianza Center in Orlando, Fl.   

 

“The Puerto Rico Self Determination-Act proposes a process—not a specific status solution— to 

the over 123 years of US colonial rule over Puerto Rico. We applaud Congresswomen Velázquez 

and Ocasio-Cortez for ensuring a process that can chart Puerto Rico’s political future by putting 

the power in the hands of local Puerto Rican people of all status ideologies that reject the current 

colonial rule we are living in today,” said Karina Claudio Betancourt, Director, Puerto Rico 

Project, Open Society Policy Center. “As a queer Puerto Rican woman who lives on the island, it 

is important to me that these processes are not controlled by parties that have historically 

curtailed human rights and public participation on matters of public policy on the island. This is 

about the future of a nation that has been occupied and colonized and we deserve nothing but a 

serious, binding process that can help us resolve this ongoing violation of our inalienable right to 

self-determination.”   

 

Several legislative bodies in cities and states that are home to large Puerto Rican populations have 

introduced and passed resolutions in support of self-determination —the Illinois Senate, Philadelphia 

City Council, New York City Council, as well as Holyoke and Springfield city councils in Massachusetts.       

 

“Every vote towards self-determination is one step closer to giving the people of Puerto Rico a real voice 

in determining their own destiny,” said Massachusetts State Senator Adam Gomez. “In Massachusetts, 

we’ll fight on to make sure every voice on the archipelago is heard, in line with our democratic values. ” 

 

“Philadelphia is the cradle of U.S. democracy, and we cannot regain our world stage if we do not 

decolonize Puerto Rico,” said Philadelphia Councilwoman María Quinoñes. “The Puerto Rico Self-

Determination Act is a means to end this undemocratic history and for Puerto Ricans to lead their own 

destiny.”      

 

"As the sponsors of New York City Council Resolution 1543, which supports the Puerto Rico Self- 

Determination Act, we are proud to join Congresswomen Velázquez and Ocasio-Cortez in their fight for 

a true process of self-determination for Puerto Rico. At a time when the federal government has failed 

to address Puerto Rico's fiscal and natural crises and instead instituted devastating austerity measures, 

it's more important than ever that Puerto Rico's future is determined and led by its people, in a 

thoughtful and inclusive manner," said New York City Council Members Carlina Rivera and Diana Ayala. 



 

New York State Senator Gustavo Rivera, former San Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz and Illinois State 

Senator Omar Aquino also attended today’s digital rally. Allies in support of the Puerto Rico Self-

Determination Act include interfaith, civil rights, labor, environmental, and immigrant organizations, 

such as MiJente, the National Urban League, Faith in Action, the Sunrise movement, Indivisible, Black 

Lives Matter of Greater NY, SEIU, and Color of Change.      
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